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SJSU garden transcends barriers
By Royvi Hernandez
SCIENCE & TECH EDITOR

The San Jose State Black Women’s
Collective
(BWC)
and
Campus
Community Garden hosted an event
Monday night about the importance
of nature and the influence it has on
the community.
The Campus Community Garden was
created to provide students a space to
gain access to healthy food, learn about
sustainable organic garden practices and
earn service learning hours, according to
its webpage.
Aisha
Williams,
environmental
studies senior and president of BWC,
said the purpose of the collaboration
was to create a program centered around
“Black culture and connect it with nature.”
“I want to be able to cultivate that
atmosphere for others and myself,”
Williams said. “This is my first time doing
something like this and as a Black student
at SJSU we don’t get a lot of programs like
this, so being able to actually do it myself
is different from being able to attend it.”
She said as Earth Day approaches on
Sunday, this week is “a chance to highlight
environmentalism.”
“I think Earth Day is important to
spread awareness about our habits
with environments, and [people] don’t
really think about that on a daily basis,”
Williams said.
She said she believes the brown and
Black community are mostly affected
by environmental damages and there
needs to be more education on
environmental sustainability.
Aurion Wiley-Green, social justice
senior and BWC treasurer, said she helped
Williams create the project.
“I want people to learn, no matter
what you do, every day you impact the
environment, make sure you take one step
to better the environment,” Wiley-Green
said. “Even if that’s carpooling, buying
less plastic, whatever you can, one step
a day is 365 steps, it will impact in

BRYANNA BARTLETT | SPARTAN DAILY

SJSU environmental studies senior Aisha Williams (left) and Aurion Wiley-Green, African American studies and social justice
senior, open a discussion with attendees about personal experiences with nature at the Community Garden on Monday.

one shape or form.”
Other attendees also discussed their
personal connections to nature.
“Nature is everything to me, the way
I look at life is 360º, everything has
a full cycle,” Wiley-Green said. “Nature
symbolizes more than just existing, when
I look at a tree it symbolizes strength,
resilience, growth.”
She said she believes everyone should
appreciate nature and its role in “the circle
of life.”
“Life is about appreciating nature,
looking up at the sky and just appreciating
how blue it is or the sun or even the
rain and how it helped me be here today,”
she said.
Sociology senior Kenny Jackson
attended the event and said it’s great to see

the community learn how to appreciate
nature and learn new skills, including
potting plants.
“Nature to me is beauty, it’s life, it’s
regenerative. It’s important to connect
with nature because a lot of our leaders
don’t and [people] should learn skills
to help combat that and be beneficial
to saving the Earth or simply how to
take care of yourself,” Jackson said.
“Planting and working with your hands
can be very therapeutic.”
Campus
Community
Garden
coordinator Matthew Spadoni said there
needs to be more conversations about
colorism and its connection to nature.
“There should be an Earth Day every
month,” Spadoni said. “It’s nice to have
some solidarity at least once a year and

have everyone focus on the environment
and how we can all do better to rally
around and fight against climate change,
be more sustainable and have better
food systems.”
He said discussing climate change and
how people eat is the first step to learn
how to treat the environment better.
Jackson said it’s important to share
stories because “Earth gives people
everything they need.”
“Everything we have comes from
the Earth and we must appreciate what
we have here and the miracle that is
mother Earth,” Jackson said. “Nature
is healing.”
Follow Royvi on Twitter
@lesroyvs

Campus Voices

Spartans react to United Nations climate
report: Earth will be ‘unlivable’ in 18 years
he United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change announced on April 4 in its
quadrennial report that the world is firmly on track to
becoming completely uninhabitable.
According to the United Nations report, Earth faces
“unavoidable,” “unprecedented” and “terrifying”
weather hazards that will have severe effects, some

T

Steven Hong
computer science junior

I think everyone as individuals
can do more to reduce our
carbon footprint, whether it be
buying second-hand clothes,
walking more and driving less,
there’s more everyone can do.

of which will be irreversible, over the next two decades.
Climate scientists on the United Nations panel
called out all global leaders in their report, saying they
must reduce greenhouse gas emissions at much faster
rates and reassess their energy policies.
Some San Jose State students have thoughts on the
recent report and human-induced climate change:

Phoebe Rapoza
kinesiology and rehab
sciences junior

I don’t think a lot of younger
people will take this seriously
until it’s a reality.

Aj Johal
computer science senior

Erika Snyder
biology and systems
physiology junior

For people who really do
understand the state of reality,
they’re angrier than they’ve ever
been . . . the lie that we are ﬁne
the way we are is only serving the
1%. It doesn’t serve the rest of the
world, who are going to suﬀer.

Save the planet. It feeds you.
Let’s go.
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OPINION

Ads should normalize body hair
By Eva Martin
STAFF WRITER

Nothing is more absurd than companies
advertising razors that take off body hair
that isn’t even there.
I didn’t notice the absence of body hair
in razor advertisements for women until
I saw a short video called “An Adpology”
released on YouTube on March 18, 2019
by British director Tina Bull.
“Sorry for shaving already shaved legs,”
the video announcer said.
It was an eye-opening line. This
video made me realize that the idea of a
hairless female body was fueled through
advertisement campaigns.

But since the publication of
“The Last Taboo: Women and Body Hair”,
advertisement companies have taken a
few steps to increase body hair acceptance.
Billie, an American beauty company
created in 2017, aims to change that
beauty standard through an advertisement
campaign showing women embracing
their body hair, according to a July 1, 2018
Guardian article.
The Billie company avoids shaming
women who make various decisions about
their body hair using phrases including
“However, Whenever, If ever” women
would like to remove their body hair, the
company has the products they need,
according to its website.

For women, puberty marks the beginning
of an expensive and time-consuming
internal and external struggle against their
own bodies.

How did female body hair become
such a taboo that even the hair removal
industry is scared to show it?
Teen girls entering adulthood discover
that their body hair is considered
problematic. I’ll always remember
hazardously shaving before PE class in
school, only to witness girls teasing those
who were not yet aware of their
“feminine duty.”
Society quickly taught young girls that
hairiness is ugliness.
For women, puberty marks the
beginning of an expensive and timeconsuming internal and external struggle
against their own bodies.
In Britain for example, women spend
an average of $29,940 in waxing unwanted
hair in the course of a lifetime,
according to an April 28, 2017 Harper’s
Bazaar article.
Karín Lesnik-Oberstein, professor
of critical theory at the University of
Reading, edited a book titled
“The Last Taboo: Women and Body Hair,”
in 2006 which gathered writing from
11 professors each researching a different
social aspect of female body hair.
According to Lesnik-Oberstein,
Western society may have broken a lot of
established taboos around sexuality over
the past few years but women’s body hair
remains an area of silence.
This cultural norm could be explained
by the need to exaggerate physical
differences in genders and a connection
between female attractiveness and youth,
according to Lesnik-Oberstein’s book.

At the end of their ad videos, some
women are clean shaven and some are
not. They’re introducing both possibilities
as a personal choice.
We should congratulate these new
progressive commercials, but this is just
a first step.
Women’s body hair is still mainly shown
as something to be removed, and we can’t
expect companies earning money from
razors to completely change the negative
body hair perception.
Change has to happen on the big screen
and social media too.
In the 2001 film “Bridget Jones’s Diary,”
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But changing female
body hair perception in
society requires some
effort from the media
industry and also from
us, by questioning our
gender-based beauty
standards.

the main character Bridget shaves her
already hairless legs before going on
a date. In season 3, episode 16 of the
popular sitcom “Friends,” the three
female characters wax their already
shiny and smooth legs.
Unlike the advertisement industry,
movies don’t earn money from female
body hair removal, so we could expect
them to break this standard through their
character representations.
But changing female body hair
perception in society requires some effort
from the media industry and also from
us, by questioning our gender-based
beauty standards.
Emily Ratajkowski, an American
supermodel, posted an Aug. 8, 2019 photo

of her wearing smoky eyeshadow and a
fancy lacy bralette with dark, hairy armpits
on full display.
Some of the comments from both
men and women under the post include
“disgusting,” “gross,” and “you look like a
man.” Reading this shows how long the
road is before we can finally change the
perception of female body hair.
While waiting for more acceptance in
showing female body hair, I’ll be dreaming
about a swimming pool full of women
who aren’t stressed by every single hair
uncovered by their swimsuits.

Follow the Spartan Daily on Twitter
@SpartanDaily
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Spartans swept in weekend series
By Gio Gaxiola
STAFF WRITER

The San Jose State baseball
team had a rough Easter
weekend series against UNLV,
dropping the Spartans to a
.500 record at 18-18.
Thursday’s score was a close
one, 13-12. While Friday’s
game ended with a score of
13-7. Saturday’s game was
another close one with the final
score of 12-11.
The team is now fourth
place in the Mountain West
Conference, with 19 games left
in the season.
After sweeping San Diego
State University last week,
SJSU could not find its footing
in its 3-game series in Las Vegas.
The Achilles heel in this
series and throughout the
season has been the pitchers’
walking opponent batters.
The Spartans walked 25
batters total this weekend and
11 batters in the final game
on Saturday.
The Spartans lead the
Mountain West Conference
with 266 walks this season
and San Diego State coming in
second in the conference with
176 walks.
Each game was close,
including
Thursday
and
Saturdays games that were
decided by one run.
“I’m disappointed for our
guys. Especially after the
effort they gave,” head coach
Brad Sanfilippo said in a
Twitter post-game conference
on Saturday night. “We will
be better off down the road
because of this series.”
Saturday night’s game was
tied 10-10 going into the
ninth inning.
Then junior outfielder James
Shimashita hit a solo home run
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SJSU sophomore and utility player Charles McAdoo lines up at bat against the University of Nebraska on Feb. 20 in a home game.

and no outs but gave up the
game-winning hit.
Sanchez had a tough series
in Las Vegas taking the loss
Friday. His final stat line for
the weekend was 2.0 innings
pitched, five hits, two earned
runs and two walks.
Brad Sanfilippo
On the offensive side of the
baseball head coach
plate, SJSU showed resilience
throughout the series as the
to put the Spartans ahead.
the bottom of the ninth and team hit four home runs,
After grabbing the lead the was tagged for three hits and including three on Saturday.
Spartans called in sophomore two walks, his first loss of
This brings the team to a
right-handed pitcher closer the season.
total of 46 home runs, which
Brady Hill as he led the MWC
SJSU sophomore left-handed is tied for second place in the
with seven saves this season.
pitcher Corey Sanchez would Mountain West.
Hill only got one out in come in with the bases loaded
SJSU has played the last

I’m disappointed for our guys. Especially after
the eﬀort they gave, We will be better oﬀ down
the road because of this series.

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

11 games on the road.
“After a long road trip, we
are excited to be back home,”
Sanfilippo said.
The Spartans’ home record is
13-7 and 5-11 on the road.
The team will be back at
Excite Ballpark today at 6 p.m.
to play Santa Clara University.

Follow the Gio on Twitter
@GaxiolaGio

JOKIN’
AROUND
“Why don’t
eggs tell
jokes?”

“Because
they’d crack
each toher
up!”

SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
1. Deadly snake
6. Passed with flying colors
10. Old flatboats
14. Labor organization
15. Back of the neck
16. Ruination
17. Pathfinder
18. Voyage
19. Not closed
20. Plague
22. Contends
23. Soft drink
24. You sew with this
26. Misplaced
30. Sprocket
31. Apply gently
32. Apiece
33. Gorillas
35. Perch
39. A sudden involuntary
movement
41. Punishment
43. Trio
44. Dirty air
46. Raise a stink
47. Fire residue
49. Beer
50. Covered stadium
51. Depressed urban area
54. Essence

56. Adoration
57. Out of breath
63. Any minute
64. Short hit, in baseball
65. American symbol
66. Apollo astronaut Slayton
67. Put ____ words
68. Scoundrel
69. Got a good look at
70. Russian emperor
71. S S S
DOWN
1. Astrological transition point
2. One single time
3. Lives, in brief
4. Defeat decisively
5. Caper
6. Gazelles or hartebeests
7. Slaughter
8. Majestic
9. Rely
10. In the open
11. Speedy
12. Show obeisance
13. Feeling
21. Neighborhood
25. Deserve
26. For fear that
27. Pledge
28. Cicatrix

29. Menaced
34. Plunderer
36. Margarine
37. Flower stalk
38. Kid
40. Exam
42. Cast out
45. Shade of red
48. Tolkien creature
51. A clearing
52. It comes from bees
53. Call forth
55. Not here
58. Flees
59. Neighbor of Vietnam
60. They come from hens
61. Turn on a pivot
62. Notices

April 14

PLACE
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HERE
Place your
Classified
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Contact us at
408.924.3270
or email us at
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Our office at
DBH 213
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because of
the pandemic.
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NFTs shape art and the environment
By Joaquin De La Torre
STAFF WRITER

Buying non-fungible tokens (NFTs) is
similar to buying rare Pokémon cards because
part of their value is determined by its level of
scarcity. However, some may feel that there
are still unanswered questions about the niche
followers of NFTs.
NFTs are unique assets recorded on the
blockchain, which is a digital ledger showing
who is buying and selling which NFTs,
according to an April 8 Forbes article.
An NFT can take many forms, including
digital photography, 3D animation or video,
but the most publicized form of NFT is
digital art.
A popular example of a digital art NFT
is the Bored Ape collection by Bored Ape
Yacht Club.
Bored Ape Yacht Club is a collection of
NFTs featuring profile pictures of various
ape-images minted on the Ethereum
blockchain, according to a Jan. 25
Decrypt article.
Decrypt is an online publication that aims
to provide clarity regarding the “decentralized
web,” according to its webpage.
The Ethereum blockchain is a
programmable currency that allows anyone
from around the world to access digital
currencies, according to the Ethereum website.
“What historically people have made
money on [when buying art] is the scarcity
model,” said Rhonda Holberton, SJSU assistant
professor of digital media art, in a Zoom call.
In this model, there is one painting that is
sold for a set price and once someone buys the
painting, it’s their property.
“In an NFT world, right, what you’re
basically buying is not the JPEG,”
Holberton said. “What you’re kind of buying
is the certificate… which is usually, but not
always, coupled with cryptocurrency.”
Digital media art senior Jesus Cristian

Gutierrez said he likes NFTs because
it’s accessible.
Gutierrez said he believes NFTs can provide
various benefits including seeing classical art
which he described as a “once in a lifetime
opportunity” because many pieces of art are
kept in Europe.
Gutierrez is currently working on a NFT
series that will have one central ghost character
that is replicated into various different
characters that represent his childhood.
“I [transferred] to San Jose State from my
community college in San Francisco . . . and
I got into contact with a student professor,
who was getting his masters. His name was
Tyler Stannard,” Gutierrez said. “He really burst
the idea of 3D modeling and 3D environments
onto me . . . And that’s where I got the
inspiration from [to create an NFT].
He said he wants to include various themes
including his Chicano upbringing, his love of
rap music, and his fond memories of playing
video games.

Minting a single NFT using the proof-of-work method uses
the same amount of electricity as an average American
household over almost nine days.
Ahmed Banafa
SJSU engineering and technology professor

Gutierrez chose the ghost motif because it
resonated with this idea of “going ghost” from
your community in order to grow as a person.
“I really wanted to [express] that concept of
[independence] about . . . having to ‘go ghost’
in certain periods of your life in order to, you
know, get forward in your success or to grow as
a person,” Gutierrez said.
SJSU engineering and technology lecturer

Correction
On Thursday, April 14, the Spartan Daily published a story titled,
“Women in STEM talk gender disparities,” in which Samantha Bowman
was misidentified.
The Spartan Daily regrets this error.
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Ahmed Banafa said one way to think about
NFTs is as if one is buying an autographed
poster from their favorite musical artist.
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poster with [their] signature on it and it’s all
serialized. So when you buy an NFT, you’re
buying one of these 100 copies,” Banafa said in
an email. “Of course, on the internet, you can
always download one copy. But that’s not the
one with [their] signature and it’s not the one
with a serial number.”
Once purchased, information from the NFT
transactions is recorded to the blockchain and
becomes public knowledge which includes
the amount paid, transaction date, NFT
sender and receiver, according to a March 14
The National Law Review article.
Holberton said the transparency offered by
blockchain is taking the traditional art world
and “flipping it on its head.”
While both the sale and purchases of NFTs
and cryptocurrencies are recorded on the
blockchain, the similarities stop there.
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NFTs are a unique asset, meaning they
are usually rare, digital items (although they
are not always digital) that are one of a kind
– if not a limited edition, which makes them
“non-fungible.” “Non-fungible” means that
some NFTs aren’t worth the same amount as
others. Each NFT has its own value.
This is different from cryptocurrency
Ethereum, where the value is constantly
equivalent, according to an Aug. 18, 2021
article by The Verge.
Banafa said there are substantial
environmental consequences to NFT, including
the energy required for minting. Minting is
the term used to describe the energy-intensive
process of uploading an NFT to the blockchain
so that it can be sold, according to the same
The National Law Review article.
“Minting a single NFT using the
proof-of-work method uses the same amount

of electricity as an average American household
over almost nine days,” Banafa said.
In addition to the minting process, for
every NFT transaction made on the Ethereum
blockchain, about 150 kilograms of carbon
dioxide is produced, Banafa said.
One reason the minting process
uses so much energy is because of the
proof-of-work method, an operating method
used by blockchain platforms, according to an
March 9 Investopedia article.
Cryptocurrency miners use specialized
hardware to perform complex mathematical
computations to mint the NFT in the
proof-of-work minting method, according to
the same Investopedia article.
Holberton said one of her students in
her class is working on an NFT and she’s
encouraging him to mint using the
“lazy style,” which is mint-on-sale because it is
more environmentally friendly.
While the mint-on-sale methodology is not
dramatically eco-friendly, not minting your
NFT until it is purchased is about 2-3 times
better for the environment, according to a
guide created by the online magazine Branch.
Branch is an online magazine promoting
sustainable internet, according to its webpage.
Holberton said although there is a lot to be
considered regarding NFT’s carbon footprint,
they give agency to artists to create and sell
their own work to a global audience.
“They’re [NFTs] making art more available,
especially digital art. They’re giving it a value
that it didn’t have before,” Holberton said.
By decoupling the certificate of ownership
and the art itself, NFTs are getting rid of the
scarcity model present in the traditional art
world, Holberton said.
When someone buys an NFT, they’re
buying the certificate to own it as property
but they don’t own the copyright to the image,
according to a Dec. 21, 2021 Yahoo article.
This allows anyone, even if they do not
directly own the NFT, to view the art.
“So instead of this kind of private mine
ownership model, it’s like you become a
steward of the file, like ‘Yeah, I support this
artist,’ ” Holberton said.
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